Aphonia induced by conversion disorder during a Cesarean section.
Aphonia induced by conversion disorder during surgery is a rare event. We report a woman 28 years of age who was undergoing a Cesarean section under epidural anesthesia. The patient sustained aphonia without detected neurologic deficits. Emergency consultations of a psychiatrist and neurologist were carried out in the operating room postoperatively. After a thorough medical and neurologic work-up, the consultative psychiatrist and the neurologist unanimously made the diagnosis of conversion disorder. Thirty-six hours after the operation, the patient's voice started to return. We venture on sharing the findings of this case with our fellow anesthesiologists in order to highlight discussion and illuminate the differential diagnosis. We have reviewed the literature and excluded an organic lesion as the culprit of the event.